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Division 54:  South West Development Commission, $9 848 000 - 
Mr P.B. Watson, Chairman. 

Mr M. McGowan, Minister for South West. 

Mr D. Punch, Chief Executive Officer. 

Ms V. Cartwright, Chief Finance Officer. 

The CHAIRMAN:  The member for Leschenault. 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  I am not going to get through the questions I have so I will have to ask some 
on notice if needs be.  I refer to the significant issues and trends listed at page 968, particularly the growth in 
population in the south west and the pressure on existing infrastructure.  I will preface my question by reminding 
the Minister for South West of the recent decision by the government to go ahead with a second desalination 
plant located in the south west and the absolute and utter lack of confidence that the whole south west 
community has in the Water Corporation concerning anything to do with water after the way the south west 
Yarragadee aquifer issue was handled.  There is no confidence in the Water Corporation whatsoever.  As 
Minister for South West, the minister might be aware that there are enormous concerns growing already about 
the proposal to locate a plant on existing Water Corporation land at Binningup.  People feel that it is a rushed 
decision and ask whether other sites were looked at and so on.  I am not saying that to be critical of the 
government or the Water Corporation, but I am leading to the statement that, by comparison, the development 
commission has a good rapport with the local community.  In a number of projects for which it has either taken a 
lead role or in which it has participated, the development commission has demonstrated that it is slightly more 
adept at handling the sensitivities of these sorts of matters.  Would the minister have any difficulty, if his 
ministerial colleague agreed to it, with letting the development commission have a role in helping oversee the 
desalination project and, in particular, helping ensure that the community has input and confidence in the 
process?  The development commission is ideally placed to do so, and part of its charter is to help encourage the 
development of new infrastructure and so on.  Although this is infrastructure that ultimately will be built by the 
Water Corporation, would the minister have any great difficulties with the development commission keeping a 
close eye on the process - if I can put it like that - and assist in the community as needs be? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  I am sure that the development commission will be involved with this process as it goes 
along.  “Overseeing” is the wrong word; it will not be overseeing any process.  An organisation with 24 staff 
dealing with a region the size of Britain has a few other roles to perform. 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  “Overseeing” was a strong word.  “Monitoring” is better. 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  I am sure there will be some involvement with the project.  “Monitoring” is the wrong 
word again; we are not going to monitor. 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  Give me the word! 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  I expect that there will be some community contact or involvement as it goes along.  I 
will not formalise anything.  I am sure there will be some involvement with what is a major project.  It is a 
project that will cost nearly $1 billion.  There will be some involvement because development commissions 
normally do that.  In fact, there might be some involvement in promoting industries associated with it in the 
broader region.  That is the sort of thing the development commission does.  I encourage everyone who lives in 
the region to embrace the project.  I have a desalination plant bordering my electorate.  Since it has opened, it 
has been a very benign thing. 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  How close is it to your home? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  It is a few kilometres away. 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  So it is nowhere as near as this one is going to be. 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  In fact, just near where I live, there is a grain terminal, the Western Mining nickel plant 
and the CSBP plant.   

[8.40 pm] 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  The minister is not suggesting that we have all those things at Binningup, is 
he? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  No, I am not, but I am suggesting that I have those projects, including the CSBP fertiliser 
plant, within a kilometre of where I live. 
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The CHAIRMAN:  Members, I think we are getting a bit off the track here.  

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  Is the minister amenable to the idea? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  I am amenable to the development commission having some involvement with the 
project, but it will not oversee or monitor it.  

Mr G. WOODHAMS:  This question probably reflects where we have come from in terms of the education 
portfolio.  I refer to the fourth dot point under the heading “Investing in Knowledge, Enterprise and Innovation” 
on page 973, which reads -  

In partnership with Edith Cowan University, support the development of an export strategy for the 
South West Campus. 

Can the minister expand on what is meant by an export strategy for the south west campus?  I am presuming it is 
a campus of Edith Cowan University.  

Mr M. McGOWAN:  The development commission has some involvement with Austrade.  In fact it has been 
doing some projects with Austrade recently, and some discussions have taken place to support an overseas 
student campaign with Edith Cowan University and the Austrade network.  As far as I am aware, it is only 
discussions.  

Mr G. WOODHAMS:  By way of clarification, is it a recruitment program, in essence to attract overseas 
students to the Bunbury campus of Edith Cowan University? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  Yes.  

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I refer to the fifth dot point on page 973, which reads -  

In partnership with the Department of Industry and Resources, review the raw material supply sources 
for the region. 

I am pleased to see that dot point in the Budget Statements.  There was a problem with raw materials, particularly 
with sand supplies, in the area.  One company supplied about 80 per cent of the sand for the building industry, 
and was quite hamstrung.  The initiative is very important as far as I am concerned.  Given the urgency of the 
matter, how soon will this happen, and when can we expect some outcomes? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  I will ask Mr Punch to answer the question of the member for Bunbury.  

Mr D. Punch:  This is an exercise with the Department of Industry and Resources, in which we will be mapping 
existing sources of supply and looking at what the remaining quantities are, and investigating new sources, 
particularly those to which access is not environmentally constrained.  To deal with the problems of some of the 
individual contractors, we have arranged for one of our project officers to work with them to see if those issues 
can be addressed.  

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  The last dot point on page 971 says that in 2006-07 the commission provided 
$2.5 million towards the reconstruction of Bunbury’s Catholic cathedral.  Where is that amount shown in the 
budget papers?  Is it under capital? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  As the member will be aware, the Premier made the initial announcement, and I presented 
the cheque to Bishop Houlihan.  The amount is listed in the details of controlled grants and subsidies on page 
978.  The member can be sure that the money is there.  We would not go and tell the bishop and hold a press 
conference saying that we are giving them $2.5 million and not tell the truth about it.  

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  So it was not development commission money then? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  It was allocated from Treasury to the development commission, as the holder of the 
money before it was transferred. 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  Just out of interest, because people ask this of me and I do not know the 
answer, why are grants like that provided in advance rather than drawn down as the money is needed to be 
spent? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  We have made a grant, for which the purpose is quite clear.  We trust the Catholic Church 
to spend the grant on the project for which it is allocated.   

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  I am simply asking this question because I have had people ask it of me.  It 
does not relate only to this amount; it relates to any such ex gratia payment, or whatever.  Why would the 
payment be made before the money is actually required? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  Why have we made the grant before the money is exactly spent? 
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Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  Why is the money handed over before it is actually spent or required? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  That is not what always happens.  Governments make thousands of grants.  Sometimes 
the grants are paid out after the event; an invoice is issued and the government pays it.  In this particular case, as 
the member would be aware, the Catholic Church has a fundraising campaign and the government made a 
donation, as did the commonwealth government.  From memory, the commonwealth made a $5 million 
commitment, and I think it did exactly the same thing as the state government.  Between the state and 
commonwealth governments there has been a $7.5 million commitment to this project.  

Mr G. WOODHAMS:  I refer the minister to the sixth dot point under the heading “Investing in Knowledge, 
Enterprise and Innovation” on page 973, which reads - 

In partnership with the Dolphin Discovery Centre and Murdoch University, market the centre as a 
leading marine research centre. 

When the South West Development Commission, the Dolphin Discovery Centre and Murdoch University come 
together to market the Dolphin Discovery Centre, what form will that take?  How will it be put together?  What 
will be the responsibilities of the three partners in this process?  I am presuming that the centre continues on the 
same site that it occupies at present.  

Mr M. McGOWAN:  We have provided a lot of assistance over the past few years to the Dolphin Discovery 
Centre.  It is a major tourist attraction and scientific research institute in Bunbury.  In fact, I recently presented a 
grant of $27 000 for a research program at the centre.  I think last year we provided a grant of either $250 000 or 
$300 000 for some capital works.  The centre has been terrific for Bunbury.  The advice I have in relation to this 
particular dot point is that assistance is being provided to help the centre develop its research component.  Mr 
Punch may be able to elaborate.  

Mr D. Punch:  The sum of $27 000 was provided for a PhD program.  Murdoch University is overseeing that 
PhD program.  It is one of three research projects at the PhD level.  The use of the centre is being marketed 
worldwide by the Dolphin Discovery Trust as a research facility for marine studies based in Geographe Bay. 

Mr G. WOODHAMS:  I do not have any difficulty with what the minister is saying, but, essentially, is the 
Dolphin Discovery Centre being marketed to other universities or research institutes around the world as a place 
where their researchers, PhD candidates or whatever can come to further their knowledge about dolphins and the 
marine environment? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  The member is correct; brilliant!  

[8.50 pm] 

The CHAIRMAN:  The member for Peel. 

Mr P. PAPALIA:  My question has been asked.  I was interested in the Dolphin Discovery Centre.  It is an 
excellent facility. 

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  The third dot point under “Investing in Infrastructure and Place” on page 972 states -  

Support the completion of strategic planning for Kemerton Industrial Park and link to a marketing 
strategy. 

When will that planning be completed?  The Kemerton industrial park has been around since the mid-1980s.  
People are still asking whether will it be developed, where it will head, and whether industry will be shifted 
somewhere else.  I would like some certainty on when the strategic planning for the Kemerton industrial park 
will be completed so that it can develop as it is supposed to. 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  I will get Mr Punch to assist with that question. 

Mr D. Punch:  The strategic plan is being undertaken by LandCorp.  It is expected to be completed later this 
year.  As part of that planning, our board, along with LandCorp, has just agreed to support an economic analysis 
of which industries might go to Kemerton in the future from an economic point of view.  In essence, what are the 
inputs and outputs that would make an industry work at Kemerton? 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  I refer to the table on controlled grants on page 978.  There is an allocation for the Collie 
swimming pool.  I understand that there was some sort of proposal to bring in a natural filtration system and 
couple it with a wildlife refuge so that people would be able to bring in abalone to work as a natural filtering 
system in the pool. 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  I thank the member for Perth for his question!  As far as I am aware, no abalone project 
has been proposed for the Collie swimming pool.  I understand that abalone exist only in the ocean.  However, 
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the member for Collie-Wellington may be able to give us other advice on that!  The allocation of $250 000 is a 
continuation of the previous project that we undertook to assist in heating that swimming pool.  This money will 
assist in covering the pool.  Winter is extraordinarily cold in Collie and this project will enable the pool to 
provide a year-round facility. 

The CHAIRMAN:  The member for Perth will not be game to go anywhere near the Collie swimming pool in 
the near future! 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  I would love to ask how many times the development commission has 
funded swimming pools.  The fourth dot point under “Investing in Infrastructure and Place” refers to the saga of 
the navigable channel between the Collie River and the cut in the Leschenault Estuary.  First, what is the status 
of that channel?  Has it been dredged?  Secondly, which agency is responsible for dredging in the estuary? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  I have been to that particular spot in a boat and I have seen the issue myself.  The dredge 
that was due to undertake the dredging has been delayed in Esperance as a result of the floods in the area.  We 
expect that it will happen in autumn, but obviously issues such as the Esperance floods throw our timetable out a 
little. 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  Which agency should be responsible for this sort of dredging work?  It seems 
to me that it needed to be done and eventually the development commission came along like a white knight and 
said that it would fix it.  Surely it is not the commission’s responsibility to do this.  Who should be doing this 
sort of thing?  I know it used to. 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  Ordinarily, a council would be responsible for this work, but we are assisting the council. 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  The old department of transport used to do it, so that would be the 
Department for Planning and Infrastructure, but it runs a mile now. 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  Often disputes such as this arise between local government and state government.  The 
advice I have is that it should be the responsibility of the council.  However, as the member can see, we are being 
very generous and we are helping.  From memory, the state is contributing $360 000 to that work.  We are very 
generous to people in Bunbury. 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  Is that the full cost? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  That is the dredging cost, yes. 

Mr G. WOODHAMS:  I refer to the table of controlled grants and subsidies on page 978.  The fourth line item 
is for information technology in the south west.  I note that the actual for last year was $82 000 and in the 
coming year $243 000 has been budgeted.  Can the minister describe information technology in the south west?  
I have a pretty good understanding of what information technology is in the broader context, but what is it 
specifically in the south west? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  We have a project in the south west called MySouthWest and this is the final payment for 
that project.  Thus far, we have put a total of about $2 million into that project. 

Mr G. WOODHAMS:  Is that a government program? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  The government has assisted in funding it.  It is a very innovative program.  Again, it is 
another example of our assistance for the people of the south west. 

Mr G. WOODHAMS:  Is there an expectation that the government will recoup some dollars from the 
MySouthWest project? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  No. 

Mr G. WOODHAMS:  What are the benefits that will accrue to the people of the south west? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  It is an IT project that connects the communities and intracommunities in the south west.  
Each town might set up its own “My” website to which everyone becomes linked.  There might be a 
MyBunbury, a MyCollie and so forth.  We assisted in establishing it.  I think its head office is in Bunbury.  I 
think the woman who runs it is Wendy Perdon.  It has been a very innovative project for Bunbury and the south 
west. 

Mr G. WOODHAMS:  Would the minister describe the money as seeding money, so that after a period it will 
take care of itself? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  Yes, that is right.  There is a lot of e-commerce going on through this innovative project.  
I think it was more than seed funding, although it may have retained money from elsewhere. 
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Mr G. WOODHAMS:  Would there be an expectation that MySouthWest or MyBalingup or whatever it might 
be will bring money to that community via the website and e-commerce? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  It is to assist with e-commerce; for instance, to assist with local businesses accessing 
opportunities and contracts that might be available.  I can get the member more exact information, but I do not 
have it to hand. 

Mr G. WOODHAMS:  No, that is a good explanation. 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  The member should look up the website. 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  Following on from that issue, one of the other computer-orientated programs 
that the development commission used to fund was teaching seniors how to use a computer and get on the 
Internet and so on. 

Mrs J. HUGHES:  There was a schools one. 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  There was a schools one, but this was separate.  It was usually done in 
libraries such as the Eaton library.  Was that program funded through the development commission? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  No.  MySouthWest ran a seniors program for three years, but the First Click and Second 
Click programs are run through the Department of Education and Training. 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  Is the seniors program continuing? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  No.  I suppose it is up to MySouthWest if it wants to run it any longer.  The member 
would probably have more involvement with it than I would. 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  I refer to page 971 and to the development of a Leschenault Estuary fish 
habitat research project with Murdoch University.  Has that been completed and is there a report; and, if so, can I 
have a copy of it? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  A fish survey is proposed to establish which marine animals remain in the estuary.  It will 
happen after the dredging is finished. 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  Will it definitely include crabs? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  It is mainly fish life such as cobbler and bright black bream.  I understand that at one time 
the estuary was teeming with those forms of fish.  We want to know what is in the estuary and look at what we 
can do to reinstate that happy situation. 

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  The sea vegetation attracted the cobbler, and a sea vegetation program was 
undertaken in Cockburn some time ago. 

The appropriation was recommended.  
Committee adjourned at 9.00 pm 

__________ 
 


